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Our Mission 
Statement: 

 Longview Community Church 
is a body of believers, united in our 
claim of Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior.  
 

Through fellowship, study,  
worship, and prayer, we prepare 
ourselves to go forth to serve and 
glorify God within our community 
and throughout the world by words 
of witness and acts of  loving  
service to others.�

Join us for 
Worship!  

Regular Sunday Schedule 

8:45 a.m., Contemporary Worship 
 

10 a.m. (beginning 9/11/11) 
Christian Education Classes 

 

11:00 a.m., Traditional Worship �
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The Next Steps: Third Place? 
         by Pastor John F. Williams 
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Dear Friends at Longview Community Church, 
 
“I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my 
prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of 
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 
now, being confident of this, that he who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to completion until the day 
of Christ Jesus.”    
   -Philippians 1:3-6 
 
As we have been preparing to join you in ministry, this 
passage has been on my heart the past several weeks for 
many reasons. 
 
First, my family and I want to say thank you for calling us 
to serve with you in support of your youth ministry.  We 
are joyfully praying for you as we get ready to make 
Longview Community Church our home.  My wife Lisa, 
a labor and delivery nurse, also has a big heart for youth.  
She loves the beach, watching movies, and chronicling 
the Lyons family antics on Facebook.  Our kids are also 
excited to start this new adventure.  Katie (8) is very artis-
tic and loves to read.  Nikki (7) loves gymnastics and 
singing.  Joey (4) is all about snuggling with his mom and 
telling jokes.  Plus, our new house is just four blocks from 
church! 
 
Next, I’m so looking forward to being in “partnership” 
with all of you in the vital area of youth ministry.  I came 
to Christ as a teenager through a dynamic youth ministry 
and it’s my passion to safely meet young people where 
they are at on their journey of faith, have them meet Je-
sus, and help them take next steps in growing in their 
faith.  After serving in youth ministry for nearly twenty 

years, I’m more 
convinced than 
ever that it takes 
an entire congre-
gation to be com-
mitted to reaching 
the next genera-
tion (and their 
families) for Jesus.  
I’m delighted to 
help bring leader-
ship to this en-
deavor and get to 
know all of you.  
(Plus, youth minis-
try is a load of 
fun!  And I get to 
do so many things 
I love to:  play 
guitar, lead worship and Bible study, eat pizza, laugh a 
lot, and build great relationships.) 
 
Finally, I appeal you all to be in prayer for our youth min-
istry program as we prepare for this new ministry season.  
It’s essential for us to remember that it is God who will be 
doing the “good work” in the lives of our students and 
their families.  There will be ample opportunities for eve-
ryone to be involved – to be a partner – in this process.  
So, thanks in advance for your prayers and we will see 
you in September! 
 

Peace, 
Chris Lyons 

Pastor to Youth and their Families 

YOUTH MINISTRY: Introducing Chris Lyons and Family 
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Thanks, Zac! 
A big THANK YOU to our summer interim youth director, Zac Gorley, who organized 
and led lots of activities for our Middle School and Senior High School students over the 
past three months.  
Events included a June 15 kick-off BBQ with parents and youth, High School Sunday 
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�������� -youth area BBQ at 
���	�������
�����	����	���	��� �����!"�		�"�		�#�������� ������$��	
�%����&����'( -23, 
an all-youth swim at Boaglio’s July 26, Movie Mafia, Wild Waves trip, and Campfires at 
Sundbergs’ - all in August. Zac also helped with WyldLife Camp in his spare time. 

Whew! It was a good summer with great participation, and now Zac passes the baton to Chris Lyons.  
Thanks for all your work and fun, Zac! Now best of success, Mr. Gorley, in teaching math at Cascade Middle 
School this year!  God bless you.�
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1-B, 2-J, 3-O, 4-R, 5-H, 6-C, 7-K, 8-F, 9-A, 10-I, 11-D, 12-
Q, 13-G, 14-N, 15-I, 16-E, 17-L, 18-P, 19-N, 20-M 

Answers to History Quiz , page 8 

Women’s Bible Study 
Begins Thursday, Oct. 6 

9:30-11:00 a.m., Gebert Chapel 
ESTHER (Beth Moore series) 
Questions? Call Pam Graham 

Facilitator (274-2299) 
 

(If you have not already ordered a book but would 
like to, call Lifeway Books 800-458-2772).�

Women’s Fellowship Fall Kick-off Picnic 
Wednesday, Sept. 14, Noon, Fellowship Hall 

Enjoy fried chicken, homemade salads, bread and des-
serts, hosted by the WF Board. The pro-
gram is put together by Pat Peabody,  
Dolphine Mack and Louella Hext. Our new 
bookkeeper, Valerie Johnson, will be our 
guest speaker. You’ll love here and enjoy 
her story. For more details, contact  
Odetta Yeager, Women’s Fellowship President. 
 

Save the date for our October 12th Women’s Luncheon 
at noon, hosted by Ruth Circle, with a Fall theme. Watch 
for details. 
 

Thank you to all our church committees who pitched in to 
help with the Sunday Coffee Ministry during busy sum-
mer months! Back to our regular schedule now, Louise 
Arnett Circle will host in September, and Lydia Circle in 
October.  Cookies are always welcomed (especially 
homemade) as are donations of regular and decaf coffee, 
and apple juice. Just put them on the kitchen counter or 
drop them in the office. Thank you! 
 

Alison McClelland,  WF Publicity, 577-8171 

jmccle@kalama.com 

��������	
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���
��� Highway Rest Stop Coffee 
Fundraiser 
October 1-3  
(Saturday 2 a.m.—Monday 2 
a.m.) at the Toutle South-
bound I-5 rest stop. The 
funds gathered from this op-
portunity will help support 
the Couples' and Women's 
retreats.   
How can you help?  If you 
would like to spend a 4-hour shift at the rest stop, 
please contact Denise Williams 577-2697.  Or, we will 
need many cans of coffee, packets of hot cocoa, pack-
ets of creamer and lots of store-bought or home-made 
cookies delivered to the church by Sept. 28th 
(Fellowship Hall kitchen labeled for Rest Stop).  
We appreciate your contributions!  

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

The Men’s Fellowship breakfast meetings will resume 
at 7:15 A.M. on Sunday, Sept. 18, 2011.  We will 
spend the year discussing Bill Hybel’s inspirational 
book, “The Power of a Whisper, Hearing God, Having 
the Guts to Respond”.  This book describes Hybel’s 
experience in discerning 
divine direction to save  
him from boredom and self
-destruction.  Most of us 
have struggled with the 
challenge of discerning 
God’s will for our lives.  
Many of us have asked the 
question, “God, what do 
you want of me?” We will 
be looking at the ways that 
we can hear God’s voice in 
our lives, and ways in 
which we can respond.  
This will be a very challenging opportunity for all of 
us, and I encourage the men of this church to join us 
for a time of exploration and fellowship.  We meet 
throughout the school year on the first and third Sun-
day mornings at 7:15 in the Lower Chapel, and we 
take turns preparing the breakfast.  We look forward to 
seeing you on the 18th.        
         Bob Guide  

 

Women’s Bible Study Lunch 
at the Country Club 

Thursday, Sept. 8, 11:30 a.m. 
Contact Kathy Guide 577-1124�
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      By Bob Guide   

This month, I’d like to return to 
the concept that giving to 
Longview Community Church 
is an investment in the lives of 
others as well as our own lives.  
��������	������	
����������	����

very much an investment.  We can look 
around us and see countless examples 
of changed lives, including our own.  
We all know the value of sustained 
Christ-centered relationships which 
only a church can facilitate.  More im-
portantly, when we minister to others, 
we are investing for eternal returns.   

We minister with our personal atten-
tions, love, and witness to others.  We 
also minister by sharing our tangible 
resources.  The resources can be mon-
ey, real estate, securities, or other tan-
gible property.  A consistent Biblical 
message is that we should give to the 
church “from the top”, not from what’s 
left over after we’ve spent our money 
on other things.  A good way of giving 
“from the top” is to set up a direct con-
sistent payment from your checking or 
savings account.  We can help you do 
this.  Just contact our bookkeeper, Va-
lerie Johnson, or Kay Tira at the church 
office for the proper form.  Your con-
tribution will be kept as secure and 
confidential as if you wrote the check 
directly.  One big difference—the pres-
sure to make the decision to write the 
check will be lifted!  I hope many of 
you will consider this option. 

�

 A LOOK AT THE FINANCES    

JULY  2011 July  
Budget 

July 
 Actual 

YTD. 
Budget 

YTD. 
Actual 

Member  
Contributions 49,017 38,884 343,118 295,668 

Other  
Ordinary Income   1,492 1,387 10,442 9,577 

Trustees 917 0 6,417 11,200 

Total  
Ordinary Income 51,425 40,271 359,977 316,445 

Expenses 49,813 45,430 349,145 332,947 

Net Ordinary  
Income (Deficit) 1,612 (5,159) 10,832 (16,502) 

FISH REPORT 
We broke an all-time record in July for families 
served. We served 277 families: 586 adults and 
436 children. We spent $4,617.61 (which was 
not a record). 
 

A BIG Thank You to the team that always gets it done. We are 
in urgent need of someone to double-bag the brown bags. If you 
would like to be a part of this wonderful team—bags or else-
where—please give Robbin a call at 636-0074. 

�
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Sign up with a SAM Representative 

during Coffee Hour on Sundays 
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As we gear up for fall, I have been 
working on organizing and putting 
into place a variety of small group 
and adult education opportunities.  
We will be having over 20 different 
groups available this fall ranging from 
Sunday morning study groups, 
Wednesday night study groups, 
Thursday morning women’s Bible 
study, numerous morning men’s 
groups, and a number of other small 
groups that meet in various locations 
throughout the week.    As we start 

this new season of minis-
try at the church I’d en-
courage you to find a 
place to plug in to one of 
these smaller groups.   

There is something about a small 
group setting that captures an im-
portant element of discipleship that 
can be missed in a larger worship set-
ting.  It is in the smaller 
group setting that we are in-
vited to interact  
with material, discuss it with 
friends and find ways to ap-
ply truth to life.   

One of the things I’ve 
shared with our small group 
leaders is the vision for lead-
ing groups where truth meets 
life.   These two elements are im-
portant to hold together.  If we just 
have ‘truth’ focused group, our spir-
itual journey is reduced to getting the 
right answer, and getting our facts 
straight.  If we just have ‘life’ groups, 
then our Christian journey can be re-
duced to a social experience or a ther-
apeutic support group.  The ideal is 
when we discover a place where truth 
meets life – a context where we can 
wrestle with the truth of scripture and 
explore how it changes our lives. 

When I look at Jesus’ model of 
discipleship it was very engaging and 
interactive.  The disciples were not 
sitting down vigorously taking notes 
as he gave a well-polished speech.  

Jesus asked his disciples penetrating 
questions and he told them stories that 
forced them to wrestle with and apply 
his ideas.   

U.S. President James Monroe said, 
“the question to be asked at the end of 
an educational step is not, ‘what has 
the student learned?’ but ‘what has 
the student become?’” This, I think, 
captures something that is true about 
the Christian journey as well.  As Bill 
Donahue aptly puts it, “Jesus never 
said ‘all power in heaven and earth 
has been given to me.  Go therefore 
into all the world and complete the 
curriculum.’”  Instead, Jesus commis-
sions us to become disciples who 
learn to obey everything he com-
manded.   

The trajectory in the Christian life, 
then, is towards life transformation.  

As it says in Ephesians 
4, the purpose of teach-
ing and preaching is  to 
“prepare God’s people 
for works of service, so 
that the body of Christ 
may be built up until we 
all reach unity in the 
faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son 
of God and become ma-

ture, attaining to the whole measure 
of the fullness of Christ.”   The goal 
of discipleship is not to have all our 
facts straight but to become 
mature and experience the fullness of 
Christ. 

I’m looking forward to the next 
season of ministry at the church.  I’d 
encourage you to find a place where 
truth can intersect with your life in a 
transformative way.  Stay tuned for a 
list of groups that will be starting this 
September.  More details on the stud-
ies and groups being offered will be 
made available soon.  If you are won-
dering what group to get involved in 
let me know and I’d be glad to help 
you get plugged in.  -Pastor Phil 

Finding a Place Where Truth Meets Life 

 

The goal of 
discipleship is not 

to have all our 
facts straight but to 
become mature and 

experience the 
fullness of Christ.�
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A big thank you to Marion Metke for  
making our brown bags “double.” She 
took on the job when Art and Ruth 
Smith retired. Thank you, Marion, 
for your many years of service! 

����������� � 	�
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Dear Longview Community Church Family, 

Thanks so much for your loving kind-
ness expressed to us in so many 
ways. We will miss our mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother 
so much. We are comforted to know 
she is with all of her loved ones now.   

The Nelson Graham Family  

 
Dear Church Family, 
   Julie and I want to thank you all for a wonderful 
ordination service and reception.  My thanks go 
out especially to all those who put on the  
reception and helped with the clean-up.  It was a 
meaningful day for us and one that we will re-
member for years to come.  We continue to feel 
your support and care and are grateful that God 
has called us to this community.  I am excited to 
see what God has in store for our church as we 
head into the future together.   
Grace and peace in Christ,  

Phil and Julie Rushton 
 

Dave and Nila deVidal send their greetings. They 
are staying busy and enjoying retirement. If you're 
interested in keeping in touch with them or receiv-
ing �
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Watch for  
upcoming MOPS 
fundraiser events, 
including Bingo, 
photos, and  
breakfast at  
Applebee’s.    

  Thank you for supporting our MOPS program! 
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History: How Well Do You Know Your Church?�
by Sandra Rountree, History Committee Member 

1. CE Building dedicated 

2. Bell Choir begins 

3. Work-n-Lunch Bunch begins 

4. Outside ramp added 

5. ��)�����������	����)�*�����
����  

6. Double-shift church with 9:45 and 11:00 services 

7. 1st clients seen in Lay Counseling Center 

8. Axel Nelson hired as custodian 

9. Support pipes added to front of church 

10. FISH started 

11. CE Annex (choir room, lower annex) added 

12. Secretary’s office remodeled 

13. Rev. Paul Roper hired Assistant Minister 

14. Jane Piper dies 

15. Role of Deacons expanded to serve communion and do pastoral calling   
      (now includes women) 

16. ��)�+��#� ��	���	��������)���������������  

17. Sylvan Lodge Apartments given by Dr./Mrs. Robert Pulliam 

18. Museum moves into resident security apartment 

19. Church accepted for placement National Register for Historic Places 

20. Thanh Le hired as Pastor of Vietnamese 

A. 1949 

B. April 16, 1950 

C. February 1954 

D. 1956 

E. 1958 

F. 1962 

G. 1964 

H. 1970 

I. 1971 

J. 1972 

K. 1979 

L. 1982 

M. 1984 

N. 1986 

O. 1987 

P. 2002 

Q. 2005 

R. 2007     

 

Give up?  Check your 
answers on page 10.                                     

There are many milestones in the life of our church.  How well do you know when they happened?  Answers to these 
and many more interesting facts can be found in your church museum.  Join us and take a look.   
We’re open after Sunday services and on Tuesday mornings. 

Write the alpha character of your answer (from the column on the right) in the blank to the left of the question. 

HHHH�
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HHHH�
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HHHH�

HHHH�
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Your Harambee Mission Team has re-
turned from a busy week of experienc-
ing "Hands On" ministry to the staff, 
children, Harambee facilities and neigh-
bors in Pasadena, CA.  We have pic-
tures and stories to share with the entire 
congregation.  We learned about mis-
sions on many levels. a) First of all, to 
work with a culture that has different 
standards then we are used to,  b) for all 
30 of us to live and work in community, 
c) to work with the children on our team 
and have them be alongside mom and 
dad and friends as they accomplish 

many tasks and build relationships with 
the children throughout the day. d) How 
work projects can bring praise to Christ 
our Lord through service and witness.   
   

Our daily schedule was up by 6:30AM, 
cleared out of sleeping room by 7:15, 
have breakfast and then begin working 
on many projects.  We had lunch at 
12:30, continued projects, grocery 
shopped for the next day, prepared for 
VBS, or rested until 3:00 PM when 
VBS began.  We had the opportunity to 
work with the children until 5:30PM.  It 
was so rewarding to watch them as they 
began to trust us, share with us, behave 

a little better when we were friends, and 
to help them understand many biblical 
concepts and learn skills to living a 
Christian life.  It would take too much 
space to tell you all the hard work pro-
jects we accomplished, but you will 
have the opportunity to see, hear and 
feel our excitement at the All-Church 
Missions Dinner on Wed., Sept. 21, at 
6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  Mark 
your calendar as you will not want to 
miss it.  We have lots to share.  We 
hope Missions will become alive for 
you as you hear our stories. 
 

~Elizabeth Meharg & John Williams,     
   Harambee Mission Team Leaders 

Mission Accomplished! 

�
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       Our 10 a.m. Sunday Morning World Changers 
Christian Education classes begin Sunday, Sep-
tember 11, with age-appropriate classes available 
for Nursery through 12th 
Grade. 
This year’s theme is “Point 
Your Life Toward Jesus!” 
based on Psalm 46:1— 
“God is our refuge and 
strength, an ever-present 
help in trouble.”  
 

During the 8:45 contemporary worship service,  

· “Church: What’s it all About?”  1st-3rd grad-
ers learn about the church and worship to help 
prepare them for worship with their families.�

· 3 year olds through Pre-School and Kinder-
garten children are dismissed (at the same 
time as 1st-3rd grade) for age-appropriate  
worship. �

· A New Community I 4th 

& 5th  graders are dis-
missed a little later in the 
service, just before the ser-
mon, to discuss life issues from a Biblical per-
spective.�

�

During the 11:00 Traditional Worship service,  

· Children’s Worship Time is offered after the 

Young Disciples’ Time for children three-years-
old through third grade.��

· Nursery care is provided during both Worship 

services for children age two and younger.�

 
Watch for announcements regarding our Wednes-
day evening Friends and Family Nights, scheduled 
to begin in October! 
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A group of ten 4th and 5th grade graduates partici-
pated in “Unleashed ”—a mini-retreat at the 
beach—spending two nights at Seaside. They are 
pictured here, with their fearless leaders, in front of 
Haystack Rock on the Oregon Coast. The event 
included projects, games, music, an educational 
guided tide pool tour, devotions with Pastor Phil, 
and even cooking responsibilities. Everyone had a 
good time and returned safely.�

What? Summer’s Over?! 
Children’s Ministries summer activities included Son-
Surf Beach Bash Vacation Bible School June 22-26, for 
K-5th grades, followed by a mini Beach Bash July 20th. 
Kids and families had opportunity to attend a Black 
Bears’ Baseball game at Lower Columbia College field 
July 28th. Then in August, the mini-camp/retreat was a 
great success (see related photo).  
A “Surf’s Up” Water Day for K-5th graders made a big 
splash Augusts 17th, as 36 kids enjoyed the inflatable 
water slide and a variety of wet activities on the front 
lawn of the church. 
We’re closing out the summer 
activities with bowling at  
Triangle Bowl August 31st. 

Save the dates for next year’s 
Vacation Bible School: 

June 27-July 1, 2012 

SonRise National Park 
Point Your Kids to Jesus! 
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